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STEWARDS. 


My Honoured Friends and Brethren, 
Should think my ſelf much wanting 
to the Duty I owe both to. Our 
Corporation, and to your Selves, 
if T ſbould wholly aſcribe the publiſhing 
of this Sermon to your Importunity. I - 

0. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


ſo very ſenfible of the excellent Ends and 
Methods of this Eſtabliſhment , that T 
am not willing to omit the leaſt thing 
which may, in your Fudgments, conduce 
to them. It: has, this preſent year ( be- 
ſedes the Charity for putting forth Appren- 
tices _) provided Five bundred and twelve 
Pounds towards the ſupport of Widows 
of poor Miniſters , and their Children. 
I fear the Needs of the next year will 
be greater than thoſe of this ; bat cannot 
but bope that the Supplies will grow in 
proportion to them. - Fhwwogeo® 

That God will proſper both Givers, 
| Managers, and Receivers, x the hearty 
Prayer of, 


My Honoured Friends and Brethren, 


Your Faichful'and Humble Servant, 


T ro. Tetnison. 


THE 


Biſhop of LIN.COL N's 
UJJACOIT CELL 


2. E R M.O N 


BEFORE 


The nes Mens SJONS, 
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1TIM. V. 21. Laſt words. 
— domg nothing by partiality. 


MAKE TT. PAUL, who had the 

Y (SIRE care of many Churches, be- 
CZ ing higher in Power, and 
SIDED 4 greater in Spiritual Gifts, and 
SAYS Fs more advanced in years and 
WIN experience than Timothy, who 


had alfo, from his youth, been by his Mo- 
- -.ther commended to his overfight and inſtru- 

ion ; does, in this Chapter, give him advice 
in matters appertaining to the Church of 
God. 


He 


— —— 


Verl. Iz 2. 


Verſ. 17. 
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He teacheth him how to behave himſelf 
towards Elders , ſuch .as were ſo, either by 
Age, or by Function : eſpecially towards 
Elders by Office, 'who fulflled hoth-ſenſes 
of the word miwara, which fignifies both 
to feed, and to rule;: 'who were laborious 
in Doctrine, as well as in Government : 
He ſurcher  ſhews hin. his duty, cowards Wi- 
dows who received Alms from the Church, 
for - their attendance on ſome inferior Of- 
fices in it; towards thoſe who were repre- 
ſented and accuſed as Offenders ; in order to 
Judicial Cenſure ; laſtly, towards ſuch as 
were either to be ordained Miniſters; or, as 
Penitents, to be abſolved. 

For - his. dire&tion in theſe Matters, he 
lays before him two Rules ;- Not to be haſty, 
Not to be biafſed, in his Proceedings. - 


Firſt, To a& without preferrins one before 
another ; 22s rerxermeald. , without prejudice ; 
without ſuch a criminal haſte as precipi- 
rates the Judgment before both- ſides are 
attentively heard ; and then, in the words of 
the Text, which make up his ſecond Canon, 
to Do nothing by partiality. 


Three 


—_— —— YT 
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Three Heads of Diſcourſe will contain un- 
der them, that which (by Gods Aſſiſtance) 
[ --/ 2 to ſay upon this Text, and this 
Occalion. 


Firſt, In General, Nening is to-be done by 
partiality. | 

Secondly, In Special, No Charity is to be par- 
tially adminiſtred. 

Thirdly, In Particular, The Charity of this 
Corporation is not to be diſpoled otherwiſe, 
than, God be thanked (fo far as I underſtand) 
it uſeth to be ; that is, without Partiality, or 


ReſpeFt of Perſons. 


Firſt, In General, _ __—_— is to be done 
by Partiality ; concerning which I ſhall con- 
ſider, : 


1. What the Nature of it is. 
2. How prone Mankind is to ſuffer it to 
put a bias upon its Actions. 


3- Why Impartiality ſhould be che Rule of 


all our doings. 


. 


Firs, 
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* Id ibid. p.8. 
mos dos x) 
may giopa 
Baur] 
Univ. 


Firſt, For che Nature of Partiality, it is a 
vicious Principle, which inclineth Men -to 
a&t, not according to the merit of the Per- 
ſon or Cauſe, bur out of priyate and ſiniſter 
Ends. | 

It is here, by the Apoſtle, and by Clement al- 
ſo in his firſt Epiſtle F to the Church of Corinth, 
called Teg9xaun;, which is as much as to ſay, Si- 
ding, accepting of Perſons, or Declining from 
the reaſon of the Caſe, through the influence 
of by-reſpedts. e 

In Perſons acting by themſelves, we call 


it Partiality; when they a& in Confederacy 


with others, it hath the Name of Sedition in 
a State , of Schiſm and Diviſion in a Church ; 
of Faftion in both FP. And it ſometymes takes 
place even where the Conſtitution is good ; 
for the beſt of Cauſes may be faCtiouſly 
eſpous'd , and partially manag'd , whilſt 
evil-minded Men, adhere ro a Church | or 
State, not as ſuch, but.as a Party, and iiv order 
to the ſtrengthning and defending; themſelves 
againſt the Side: they hate , and: with» which 
they can no more live than Fire with Water. 
Such Partialiſts were the Phariſees, who took 
very great pains to make Proſelites, con- 

yerting 
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verting them to their way, rather than to, 
the Jewiſh Religim , to the end that Nams 
ber might ſupport them , when Reaſon was 
wanting. 


2. Now, Secondly, This Partiality in a&t- 
ing, either by our Selves, or in Conjunction 
with a Party, is that by which Mankind is very 
apt to be leaven'd. 

If St. Paul had not diſcern'd, that even 
Timothy himſelf had had the Seeds of this 
Corruption in his Nature, he would not 
have given him Caution againſt it in ſo ve- 
ry ſolemn a manner as he did, charging him 
©as in the preſence of God, and his blefſed 
© Son, and his Ekft Angels (thofe miniſtring 
Spirits whom God approves of ) to do nothing 
* oat of this Principle. 

The ſame Apoſtle found it breaking out 
in his time in the Church of Corinth , where See Clem. 
all pretended to love the! Goſpel, but one qpmgy 
had a; partiality for Paul, another for Apoſlos, 1: © 3: 4 
arid another for Cephas or Peter, or (perhaps) 
for ſome other Teachers,, whoſe Names the 
Apoſtle thought fir to ſpare, transferring their 
Parts to himſelf and his Brethren, This 
B 2 went 
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went not then fo far as the dividing them 
into diſtin Communions ; but, however, itrais'd 
a ſtrife amongſt rhem about the preheminence 
of their Paſtors, whilſt they afte&ted them 
ſeverally, not as Chriſtian Miniſters, buc up- 
on Perſonal Accounts, and did this with 
Exaſperation of Mind, and with open Ani- 
molity. 

And if Chriſtians were ſo partial and con- 
rentious, as if Chriſt himſelf was divided 
in that Primitive State, when the Blood of 
Chriſt was yet almoſt warm upon the Croſs, 
when he was juſt riſen from the Dead, and 
aſcended into the Heavens, when Miracles 
(like that conſtant one of the Sun) were daily 
before Mens eyes; when Chriſtianity ſeem'd 
to be taken up in good earneſt, being pro- 
fels'd with peril of Life; certainly it can be 
no ſurprize to us to find Partiality in the 
Men of this Generation, in which, too ma- 
ny of the external Members of Chriſt's 
Church ( like thoſe of the Natural Body 
that lye remoteſt from the heart ) are chill 
and cold, as living at ſuch diſtance from the 
firſt Fountain of Evangelical Tradition ; and 
many find a way to their worldly Profit 

through 


|= —— 
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through the breaches of, Unity. Ir is in the 
few that Reaſon and Grace rule; and what 
Equity can be expe&ted where the Paſſions 
of Men give the Law? Daily experience 
ſhews how narrow-minded, how unjuſt, 
how biaſſed Men are , how they judge by 
their Aﬀe&tions ; and that inſtead of doing no- 
thing by Partiality , they ſcarce do any thing 
otherwiſe; in ſuch ſort that where there are 
_ Competitors for any Place , every one 
of them finds his Friend , and perhaps the 
moſt unqualifi'd Perſon does: at length pre- 
vail. 


3- But, Thirdy, every Chriſtian ſhould: 
walk by a ſtraighter Rule : conſidering 


1/t, What is the corrupt Original : And 

2dly, What are the ſad effeCts of ſiding and. 
partiality. 

1/t. For the Cauſe of it, It has its Original 
in the brutal Part of Man, which oight not 
ro-give Law, but to be mortiftd and: ſub- 


du'd, St. Paul numbers fierce-Zeal and Se- «Gy ;...9, 


ditions amongſt the works of the Fleſh, and' ex- ** 
poſtulates.with thoſe who rais'd the foremen- 
I. tion'd: 
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' tion'd difference about the Perſons and Gifts 
of Paul, 4pollos, and Cephas, ſaying, Are ye not 
carnal, and walk as Men? Do ye not proceed 
after the common faſhion of the Men of this 
World, who have ſcarce a grain of the Salt of 
Wiſdom'in their Bodies, whoſe Imaginations are 
falſe Glaſles, diſtorting the Images of Truth 
and Goodneſs, whole Eyes are the Windows of 
Vanity ; and whoſe Ears let in delufive Re- 
port, and are charm'd with Flattery; whoſe 
Anger is a ſhort madneſs; whoſe Luſts are blind 
and. impetuous, whoſe very: Stomach is ſuch 
an Enemy, and yet ſuch a God, to the reſt of 
the Members, and whoſe Heart is full of 
haughty Thoughts and earthly Defires. 
Of theſe evils Partiality is made up, but e- 
ſpecially of the latter, Pride and Coverawfnefs. 
Partial ' men reſolve all into their own 
private Humour and Inclination; They move 
about their own Center, and wind in all they 
can, asf they were.a World. by themſelves ; 
ſo.that-in; all 'they deſign, and in all they do, 
hey. have ay eye to that recompence of Reward 
which may accrue: to themſetves, - inthe gra- 
rifying.of fome peculiar Fancy, Appetite, or 
Paſſion, | | 
2. The 
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2. The Efefs of Partiality anſwer the 
Cauſe of it. r 

And 1ſt, Hereby Men are alienated from 
Ged, who governs the World by the Rules * 
of Equity, who is no reſpefer of Perſons, who 
accepts of no Man whoſe Cauſe is Evil; who 
puniſhes and rewards every Man according to his 
works, who gives this Command in Exod. 23. 
2. * Thou ſhalr not follow a multitude to 
© do evil, neither ſhalt thou ſpeak in a Cauſe 1xx. 
© to decline, after many to' wreſt Judgment —#* «na 


© [or to: pals Sentence merely upon a popular '** 
© motive. ] The ſame Juſt God in Pfal. 5 0. Se v. 6. ana 


16, 17, 18. reproves thoſe wicked and par- ſwf. &c.” 
tial men, who would take upon them to de- 

clare his Statutes judicially,and to do it in fayour 

of Offenders. © When thou ſaweſt a Thief, 

© thou: conſentedſt with him | didf? judge in fas» 

© vour of bim} and haſt been partaker with ©2921 Tim: 
* Adulterers ['or become guilty of their Crime by 

© not puniſhing of it.”] Nor did he out of Arbi- 
trary will, accept of Abel, and reject Cain, but 

had regard to the Principles of their Hearts, 
and _—_— to them their Sacrifices were 


pleaſing or dilpleafing to him. 


o 


This 
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Numb, 16. 
41. 


This is the Spirit of that God that made us, 
whom' we ought to imitate ; but ir dwells 
not in the heart of the ſelfiſh, who are go- 
vern'd by Favour and Aﬀe&ion; by Sides and 
partial Friendſhips, and yer preſume often- 
times to entitle the Righteous Lord to their 
own intereſted Declenſions from the merit of 
Perſons and Cauſes. So the Congregation 
of the Children of 1/rae! , cal{'d thoſe, who 
were in a wicked Confederacy with Corah, The 
People of the Lord. And Perſons of like Temper 
fall into the like preſumptuous Expreſſions ; 
and when they kill others out of Revenge, they 


pretend they do God good ſervice, or offer a Sa- 


crifice which needs not Frankincenſe to make 


it grateful ro him. Tho eyery offering thatis 
good in it ſelf, is to him an Abomination, 
when it comes from an unſound and blemiſhe» 
ed Hearr. 


And 2dly, as Partialifts are not followers, 
but diſhonourers of God, ſo are they injurious 


to the World. 


1. Tothe Juſtice. And 
2. Tothat which is the conſequence of Ju- 
ſtice, the Peace and Order of it. 
1. They 
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palling Sentence, and -proceeding according 
ro the Aﬀection- that is predominant in 
them. Yo 


What Antinomians aſcribe raſhly to God, is 
true of Partialiſts in their Actings. They can 
ſee no Sin in their own People ſ[chough one would 
think, the dearer the Child were, the more 
offenſive would. be the diſobedience.) But 


Partiality blinds them, and with ſuch, to be 


among them 15 merit, 


From the Injuſtice of this Principle it was, 
that S. Auſtin, was ſo ill treated by the fol- 
lowers of Donatus : They made the Diviſion, 
and then charg'd him with it, and revil'd him 


(faich Poſidonuus) as a Wolf who ought to be Kill'd poiid.- de 
in defence of the Flock : In the mean time, he %;. v.44. 


was a holy and humble Man, and ſtood on 


the juſt defenſive part ; but they were fierce 


and fa&tious, and would not allow a Man to 


be a Chriſtian, if he Aaid, I am baptiz'd, T 


embrace the Catholick Faith, unleſs he added, 1 
am of the Party of Donatus. 


'S: The 


1. They are Enemies to common Juſtice, 
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The Partial likewiſe, conſtrue the Sufferings 

of others, as perverſly as they do their Lives. 

They would per{wade themſelves, or at leaſt 

the World, that Heaven it ſelf teſtifies againſt 

the Perſons whom they affect not, by every 
misfortune which befalls them. If Men of 

another way live piouſly, and fall into ſome 

oreat afflition, or die a ſudden death, they 

raſhly call this a Judgment. If ſome of their 

own Way live immorally, and either fuffer in 

the World, or in a moment are taken out of 

it, they will ſay, God by chaſtening them, 

dealeth with them as the Children of his 

Love and his Boſom ; or, that as Righteous, they 

are taken away from the evil to come, God hath 

forſaken him , ſaid the Enemies of David, 

when he had bur afflifted him for a Seaſon. 

The Heathens imputed all the Plagues which 

befel the Empire, to the guilt of the Chri- 

ſtians as Innovators; not calling to mind the 
provocation of their own real Superſtition and 
dolatry. And the Chriſtians, who were a- 

* See Baron. gainſt Theodorit, Tbas, and Theodorus, * impu- 
An a6 ted all the Wars, Famines, and Peſtilences in 
N. 21 FTaly, to the favour ſhewd to them in the 
Fifth Synod. And the Mileries, under which 

| | the 


— 
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the Greek Charch groancth to this day, are, by 
the Friends of the Papacy, aſcrib'd to the di- 


ſtance it has kept from their Uſurpation. 


Good God | That Partial Men ſhould per- 
vert God's Judgments, as well as their own, 
and thereby oppole the Juſtice.; And, 


2. That which would otherwiſe have been 
the Fruit of it, the Peace and Order of the 
World. 


None are oftner complaining of the times 
than Partial Men, and none occaſion greater 
evil m them than they. They are, therefore, 
not unfitly compar'd to the fooliſh. * Zgyptians, * eignor. 
who firft drown'd: their 1dol Apis, and then 79 ac: e: 
made ſolemn lamentation for him. fon ſes 
bant, 
That which preſerves the order of Societies, 
is the _ adminiſtration of Juſtice, in pri- 
vate Dealing and publick Jags Bur it 
is from the (werving of Men of corrupt 
Minds, who prefer the private before the - 
lick Good, that Churches, States, - Families, | 
and other Bodies, come to deſolation. 
C 2 For 
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For '(I beſeech you) from whence come 
Hatred, Variance, Emulation, Envyings, 
Strife, Diviſions and Diſorders ? Come they 
not hence ? fromthe doing of ſo many things 
with Partiality. That Temper gives the pre- 
heminence to ſuch, who. can he che Profir, 
without doing the Duty of their Places : Ir re- 
ſpecs Perſons in Judgment, minding the Rin 

$. Jam, 2. 1, 22d the Apparel, which S. James fpeaks of, 
» 3-4 9 more than. the Caule : It puts the bribe into the 
Balance, and turns it by the overweight of 
it: It takes the ſmall Offenders in its Net, 
and lets great and powerful Malefactors eſcape : 
Ic preferreth an ignorant, wicked, and ſlothful 
Relation, before one who is. knowing, pious 
and diligent, but a ſtranger to our Blood : 
It feedeth the ſlow Bellies that fawn, and 
ſtarveth thoſe who know how to be duriful, 
but not to flatter: It indulgeth, with unrea- 
ſonable fondneſs, ſome one of the leaſt: deſer- 
ving among the Children, to the difcourage- 
ment of the reſt ob the Family : It regardeth 
Nepotiſm, and overlooks the. Intereſt of the 
Church. This is it which makes a ferment 
in Societies; by this means the Publick ſuf- 
fers through Power too. often put into im- 


proper, 


_— 
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proper, unskilful, and unfaithful Hands ; 
this diſobliges Perſons of merit, and ſowres 
them into omen, and enrages thoſe who 
have relation. to them. Read therefore 
have we for advancing the General Propoſi- 
tion, That nothing 1s to. be done with Partiality. 


The Second Obſervation is- more Special, 
No Charities are to be partially adminiſtred. ® - 


tow mugs x4 mwmaY. , 


Charities muſt be done. For ſeeing- the God 
of Order has not ſet all Men upon the ſame 
Level, becauſe he would not pur them into a 
ſtate of Competition and War ;. and that the 
Poor ſhall be always with us, there is a ne: 


cellity of ſupplying them; and ſeeing they 


have not an Eſtate, which might enable then 


to do it ; -and Age and Accidents prevent. 
labour in many x, them ; therefore Charity. 
mult keep them.from periſhing : And for the: 
Publick Supplies, as. they. are manag'd, they 
feem not to be ſufficient for theſe things :. 
Ar leaſt they extend not -to many of Con-, 
dition, wha are brought low, and can neither. 


dig 
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dig nor beg, nor decently receive from the 
common Rates. 

But though Charity muſt be dene, and a 
Man whois tied by the Laws of the Land, to 
-Meaſures of Juſtice, is by them left free int his 
Charity, and may do what be will with bis own 
yet heis obliged to ſer himſelf Rules by Chri- 
{tian Prudence, and to remember that he is 
God's Steward, and muft not ſuffer Partiali- 
ty tro warp him in- the diſpenſing of his 
Goods, 

Ic is true, where the Needs and Merits of 
two Perſons are equal, and there is bur one 
Placeor Office, or enough only for the Relief 
of one, it is not Partiality to prefer a Re- 
lation or a Friend, who is often nearer than a 
Brother. 

Again, to do good to all Men as we bave oppor- 
tunity, but eſpecially to thoſe who are of the Houſhold 
of Faith ; to deny ſmall tranſient Alms to 
many (unlels they are periſhing), to make up a 
Fund which'may do a conſiderable good; as the 
Apprentizing of helpleſs Orphans, or the in- 
creaſing: the Stock: of a charitable Foundation, 
or the giving to the Publick ſuch”. a Building ' 
as may be both a Priſon and a Work-houle, 


as 


M—_ 


en 
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as certainly moſt Priſons ought to be ; all this 
is not Partiality, but Wiſdom ; in ſuch Caſes 
there are Circumſtances which turn the Scale 

on the right-ſ{1de, us | 
But, ro ſupport with Alms one that can la- 
bour, and to deny another that cannot ; to let 
no Manna fall in the Wilderneſs, "but all in Ce 
naan; to fatten the Rich, and to do nothing 
forthe Poor; to ſupply a vicious poor Man, 
and to ſtarve a vertuous one; to give to a bold 
Vagranr, and to turn away the G from an 
honeſt or laborious Neighbour ; to uphold 
Pride, and to depreſs Humility ; to niptls 
the Revenues of Charity allotted for good 
Utes, to thoſe which are either not good, or not 
deſigned ; to burthen others to whom we are 
equal in all reſpe&ts, and to caſe our ſelves in 
Comtributions to the Poor ; to have no more 
conſideration of the Aged than of the Young ; 
of the Sick than the Healrhful ; of choſe who 
have ſpent their Days in Diligence, than choſe 
who have conſumed both Time and Subſtance 
in Sloth ; of thoſe who have been perfecnted 
for Righteouſneſs-ſake, than of thofe who have 
failed with all Winds, and been ſafe; of the 
Children of Enemies, than thoſe of Benefa- 
ctors ;. 


"0 
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@ors.; of thole who have numerous Families, 


than thoſe who are ſingle ; of thole who are fit 
by.their Genius to be 5 et for Publick Ser- 
vice of Church and State, than of ſuch who are 
fit only for low and ſervile Works : This is to 
a&t by an inequality, which a Man cannot 
anſwer to the Reaſon of his own Mind. 

And as this is true, in ſpecial, of Charity, ſo 
do's it hold, 

3. In the Third place, in particular, of the 
Charity of this Corporation, which would never ' 
have flouriſhed, it Partiality had been at the 
Roorof it. 

There are two Reaſons, among orhers, 
which ſhould prevail with the Members of 


this Society, for the excluding of ſiniſter Re: 
ſpecs. 


- 1. Firſt, The Perſons adminiſtring are ſuppoſed 
to be {uch,- who have been by their Parents con- 
ſecrated to God, who have been ſhewn good 
Examples from the beginning ; who have im- 
bib'd early che Principles of Religious Wiſdom. 
Better and more equal Meaſures, arc in pro- 
babiliry therefore, trom them to be expected, 
in diſtributions of Charity, than from, ſuch 


who 
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who have not had thoſe advantages in their/ 


Youth. 

2ly, The Perſons receiving, are Objects re- 
lating to ſuch who have miniſtred ih Holy 
Offices ; and Religion ir elf ſuffers in the 
World, by' the meanneſs and neceſliry of 
thoſe who more immediately attend on the 
publick Service of it, or nearly belong to 
them ; for the World judges according to ap- 
pearance, and . by the deſpiſed eſtate of the 
Religious, is tempted, if not to ſcorn, yet the 
leſs to reverence, God and his Worſhip; ſo 
that for Religion ſake (which ought to be to 
us the greateſt of Motives) the Obje&ts of 
this Corporation, ought to be treated with 
fach impartial Chariry, that in every one (ſo 
far as there is a ſufficiency for the doing of it,) 
ſome becomingnels of Figure may, for the 
honour of the Holy FunC&tion, be pre- 
lerved. 

Now, for the Concluſion of - this Diſcourſe, 
(that it may be ſuitable to the method of the 
Body of it) it ſhall conſiſt of a threefold Ex- 
bortation. 

Firſt, 1 addreſs my ſelf to all, of what Re- 
| lation or Condition foever, beleeching them 
in 


— 
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in all their Capacities, and in all Cauſes, to 
proceed with a Righteous indifference : To 
render to all their Dues, and not to fuffer Aﬀe- 

fion to ſupplant Equity. 

The Diſcourſe which Pythagoras us'd in all 
Places and Companies, and by which He is 
{aid to have promoted Peace in Italy and Sicily, 
Hog, 2” 18 this. © By all means, and with all diligence, 
7-P-47- © Diſeaſe is to be removed from the Body, 
© Tanorance from the Mind, Luxury from- the 
« Belly, Sedition from a City, Faftion from 
« a Family, and from all, apegia, ſtudy of 
&« Parts or Sidings. 

This is one of the hardeſt of Leſfons to Fleſh 
and Blood ; and as it is impoſſible, - for Men to 
art with the individualneſs of their Perſons ; fo 
it is moſt difficult, for them to ſtrip themſelves 
of all their Paryalities whilſt they are on 
Earth. Nay, if a Man weuld take his Faith 
from certain Romiſh Guides, he would believe 
they carried ſome of them into Heaven it ſelf ; 
for (for Example ſake) the Carmelite, Paul of 
- »p,of 8. v. Saint Mbald, * dixeRts the Dying, to crave the 
ny os, @ſoſtance of the Saint of their Name; as- if, 


1p. 12. for Names-lake, aid would be given them. 


But 
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But the more difficult the Duty is, the 
more earneſt application muſt be uſed, ſee- 
ing it muſt be done in ſome competent degree; 
for no Man who refuſerh to deny himſelf, can 
be Chriſt's Diſciple. Study therefore, with all 
diligence, to move uprightly in all your ways, 
and particularly in the Duty in which you- are 
now cengag'd, that of hearing the Word of 
God. Have not Mens Perſons in ſuch admi- 
ration, as to break the Unity of che Church, 
for the ſake of their private Gifts. They are 
ill hearers, and too much of the Corinthian 
humour, who being curious, are, contentt- 
ouſly, of them who can (urprize with novelty 
of Conceit, though they do not edifie with 
uſeful Truth. Who, being moroſe, are of them 
who make ſevere Reflections upon the Times, 
though they attempt ' no Reformation ar 
home : Who, being warm in fancy, and af: 
fefting gaynels more than ſolidity, are only 
of them, who take more care about a fine 
Sentence, than a good Argument. 


Always follow the meaſures of the Prince s. mar. 22. 
« of Peace, who was true, and taught the way 1%. ... 


« of God in truth, and cared not for any + 


« man, nor regarded the Perſon of men. He 
D 2 cared 
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cared for all Men ſo far as to die for their 
Good ; but he cared not ſo for any Mans 
Perſon, as to accept it againſt the Rule of 
Equity. He had a particular regard to Sr. John, 
his beloved Diſciple ; but his Care was foun- 
ded on ſome eſpecial Reaſon ; probably a de- 
gree of Divine Charity in his Temper, in 
which he might exceed the reſt. 

| And be the rather mov'd to this impartiali- 
ty, by the Conſideration of the Time ; the Time 
of Advent ; which ſets before us the Judgment 
of the great Day, on which all Men ſhall 
receive, notaccording to what they have been in 
their Fortunes, and what they may vainly pre- 
tend to ; but according toe, what they have done 
in the Fleſh, whether it be 2bod, or whether it be 
evil. 

2. 1 apply my ſelf both to thoſe whom God 
hath proſper'd, and who diſpenſe Alms with 
their own Hands, and to thoſe who are in- 
truſted by others of large Hearts and For- 
tunes, in the Adminiſtration of Charity. 

What you do, do. with Integrity, that the 
Ends of Charity may be attain'd tro, Be not 
ſway d by the. mere importunity of indigenc 
Perſons, or by. the mere recommendation. of 


thole, 


—— 
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thoſe, who, for the avoiding the giving an Alms, 
are free of+ their Hands and Teſtimonials, which 
are. of little labour or charge to them. 
Diſcourage not the Living by the miſappli- 
cations of 5 Charity of the Dead; which are 
ſuch and ſo many, that every Commiſſion for 
Charitable Uſes, is ready to put a damp upon 
the Benevolence of the Executors of it. 
And after all your Care and Proceeding, 
in Number, Weight and Meaſure, expe&t Ap- 
robation not from Men, but from the 


Righteous Judge of the World. For the 


neceſſitous will have their Eye evil, becauſe. yours is ———_ 


good ; they will, out of their own parrtiality, 
raiſe clamour againſt all Diſpenſers of Cha- 
rity, as doing unequal things. For they con- 
ſider only their own Caſes, and. cry. out, 
That there was never Poverty, never Grief 
like theirs ; that they are. the greateſt Objects 
of pity ; and that others, whoſe. Needs and 
Merits are not ſo great, are preferr'd before 
them, though in truth. they are. much grea- 
ter. But it ſhould not move us to any 
degree of Reſentment, to be cited before- 
Mans. Judgment ; to- our great Maſter we 


{hall ſtand, ar fall. 
3- Loft 
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3. Laſt of all, For you my Brethren of 
this Society, whilſt I am exhorting you to Im- 
partiality in Acting, -I have reaſon to praiſe 
you for being: influenc'd already by fo excel- 
lent a Principle. 

Go on in che Name of the Righteous God, 
in the ſtraight way, in which you have made 
ſo many laudable Steps ; Go. on and Pro- 
ſper. FM 
. Obſerve particularly, the Words of the A- 
poſtle in the, 3d, 5th, and 10th Verſes of this 
Chapter. * (3.) Honour Widows that are 
«* Widows indeed. (5.) Such as being deſolate 
« [or alone and unencumbred} truſt in God, 
« and continue in Supplications and Prayers 
« night and Day. (10.) Such as are well 
« reported for good Works ; ſuch as have 
© brought-up Children, and lodged Strangers, 
« and relievd the Afﬀicted [when they had 
« ability] and diligently followed every good 
*< Work. | 

If we walk after ſuch Rules, that Seed of 
Charity, which was bur fo lately ſown in -. this 
Conſtitution, and has already attain'd to ſome - 


conſiderable growth, will thoot up further 


rall it become a Tree, under the Shadow of 
| which 
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which the Poor and Miſerable may fit down _ 


with great refreſhment. 

If Equity and Charity meet together, Peace 
will come down from Heaven, as the preſent 
Reward of Righteoulnels. 

And in the End, when we ſhall appear 
before God the Father, and our. impartial 
Mediator Jeſus . Chriſt, and the innumerable 
Company of Ele Angels, we ſhall receive 


that Bleſſing which the Son of Man ſhall then 


pronounce to all the Juſt and Chaticable, 
laying, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, I was 
naked and ye cloathed me, hungry and ye fed me, 
thirſty and ye gave me drink, a ſtranger and ye 
took me in ; Well done good and faithful Servants, 
enter ye into the joy of your Lord. 


To that Supreme Lord and Benefactor of. 
Mankind, who came uot to deſtroy, but to ſave ; 
Together with the Father and the Holy Spirit, be 
aſcribed Glory aud Domanion, and Praiſe, this day 
and for Ever. Amen. 
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